
On Tuesday 24 March I had 

the privilege of taking two 

Kenyan visitors round some 

of the Presbytery.  They were 

h e re  t o  c o m p l e t e  a 

pa r tne rsh ip  ag reemen t 

between Colinton and Umoja 

Church in Nairobi.  

The Minister  told  us 

something of the workings of 

his Presbytery where he is 

the Moderator. There were 

two things I thought I would 

pass on.  

One is that the national church has delegated the financial support of 

ministries to the Presbytery -  they have a full time accountant but only a 

part - time Clerk.  This puts the ball very firmly in their court when it 

comes to choosing priorities.  

The other fascinating idea was that the Session Clerk of each 

congregation has to hand in a report every month prior to the Presbytery 

meeting. This records how they are doing financially but also gives a 

record of what that congregation has done in the previous month. Henry 

tells me that only the highlights are discussed.  

Iôm not saying we could or should copy the pattern but our brothers and 

sisters in the presbytery of Nairobi East certainly have a local focus and a 

sense of pace which our funding and reporting processes cannot 

engender.  

One final thought, in showing these men round and introducing them to 

colleagues across the city I began to see our church life from a different 

perspective.  This must surely be one of the benefits that comes with such 

partnerships -  to see ourselves as others see us.  We may then become 

aware of strengths and weakness which are not so visible from close 

range.  

GJW 
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 PRESBYTERY NEWS 

ñOne's destination 

is never  

a place but rather 

a new  

way of looking at 

thingsò 

Henry Miller  

Rev Margaret (Maggie) Lane  

Rev Dr Alistair Donald   

I have been Chaplain to Heriot -Watt University 

since 23rd February, moving from the linked 

charge of Maud and New Deer in Aberdeenshire 

where I ministered for the previous ten years. In 

my earlier working life I was an environmental 

scientist, graduating from St Andrews in 1978 

and then obtaining a PhD from the University of 

Wales. I stayed on in Wales for a government 

research project on acid rain, and then worked in 

water pollution control in the former Scottish 

Office before studying for a BD in New Testament 

at New College from 1994 -97.  

 

Because of my background I have strong interest in the relation of science 

and faith, and have spoken and debated on this topic over the past few 

years. I also greatly enjoy meeting people from other cultures and 

countries, and my wife and I were involved in a church -based hospitality 

scheme for international students earlier in life. These various strands of 

my life seem to have knitted together well in the post of Chaplain at Heriot

-Watt, where I am conscious that I am building on the excellent work of 

my predecessor Howard Taylor.  

 

I am married to Nicky, and we have three sons aged 25, 20 and 18.  

I came from Tayport and was ordained and 

inducted as minister of Kirkliston Parish Church, 

on 16th April 2009. I spent my probationary 

placement with Rev Albert Bogle of St Andrews 

Parish Church, Boôness and became involved in 

many CWW initiatives and was part of a multi 

disciplinary team of 12 working out of St 

Andrews. I studied for my BD and MTh in 

ministry at New College, Edinburgh.  

I am married to Brian and have three grown 

children a stepson and five grandchildren. Before 

answering the call to ordained ministry I 

qualified with a degree in Community Education as a Youth and 

Community Development Worker and was firstly a Project Leader of a 

family centre for the Church of Scotland in a UPA parish in Dundee, and 

latterly as the National Development Worker for the YWCA Scottish 

National Council.   

I have been involved in numerous campaigns for social justice -  Make 

Poverty History, Violence against Women, and have worked with 

various community groups using Forum Theatre or óTheatre of the 

Oppressed.ô  

I am interested in emerging patterns of church and ministry, and am 

committed to the strengthening and healing of the family within 

communities.  



I thank my fellow members of the Presbytery for 

giving me the opportunity to serve as Moderator. 

I found it an unexpectedly encouraging 

experience, with new insights gained into the 

workings of the Presbytery, and into the wide 

variety of ministry in our many congregations. 

Chairing the Presbytery meetings was less 

daunting than I feared (thanks to the help of the 

Clerk(s) and the Business Convener)! And the 

other substantial duty of presiding at ordinations 

and inductions I found was a real privilege, and 

helped me to make many new friends.  

But there were other duties which gave the year a 

memorable quality.  

Amongst these were sharing in an honorary 

graduation ceremony at Heriot Watt University, being introduced to the Princess 

Royal at a Reception at Holyrood Parliament, leading prayers on a freezing evening 

in Princes Street Gardens, listening to a leader of the local Jewish community 

talking about eternity in Edinburghôs newest cemetery, conducting worship at 

Professor Tom Torranceôs Memorial Conference, and eating excellent Asian food in 

the Central Mosque. And I shall not forget spending a day in Edinburgh Prison 

(Saughton) to show Presbyteryôs interest and support for the Governor, his staff, 

the chaplains and the prisoners. Nothing dull here!  

None of us want to minimise the challenges that the Presbytery has facing it today. 

But I ended my year impressed with the widespread realism, tenacity and faithful 

witness of many of Christôs servants. And from that I draw encouragement. 

Andrew Anderson  

A Year as Moderator  

200 Years at Portobello  

On Sunday 29 March I was a guest at the 

service to mark 200th anniversary of the 

founding of Portobello Old Parish Church (a 

daughter church of Duddingston).  The preacher 

at the service was the Rt Rev David Lunan but 

(if David will forgive me) was the handing over 

of a cheque for £14,500 to a minister from 

Ghana which will allow his village to replace 

their nursery school.  

Unfortunately, the service had to be held in the 

hall as some of the plaster in the sanctuary 

ceiling had decided that 200 years was as long 

as it was willing to hang on to the beams.  

GJW 
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impressed with 
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realism, tenacity 

and faithful 

witness of many 

of Christôs 

servants.ò 



.  

Our website has been redesigned  

www.edinburghpresbytery.org.uk 

P r e s b y t e r y  o f  E d i n b u r g h  

Hereôs how you can contact me: 
 
For routine Presbytery business:  

�x�� letters to 10/1 Palmerston Place, Edinburgh, EH12 5AA  

�x�� phone 225 9137  

�x�� e-mail edinburgh@cofscotland.org.uk -  these come through on the office phone (with answering machine) and the office 

computer and may be answered by the Presbytery Secretary, Grace Mackay. Grace is in the office during school term 
time from 10am -2pm Monday to Thursday and from 10am till 12noon on Friday.  

  
If you would like to contact me directly you can:  

�x�� phone me on my mobile 07825 535757 or  

�x�� use george.whyte@blueyonder.co.uk. No -one else has access to the phone or computer.  

George J Whyte  

 

A BIG SING  

6.30pm Sunday 3 rd  May �± 
Morningside Parish Church  
Presbytery Event  
 

The Revd Dr John Bell will be leading a 
Big Sing at Morningside Parish Church on 

3 rd  May at 6.30pm. The event ties in with 
the theme for the Presbytery year which 
is looking at the Church and Culture. 

Please mark the date in your diary, and 
come along to what will be a wonderful 

night of music.  
 
John Bell is one of the pre -eminent 

innovators in worship in the world, with 
strong links to the Iona Community, and 

is a Church of Scotland minister.  

 

He will be addressing the Presbytery at its meeting on 5 th  May.  


